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Definitions

Etymology is the study of where words come from (origins) 
and how their meanings have changed over time (in history). 

A root word is a word part that forms the basis for 
new words through adding prefixes and suffixes. 

Understanding where the root word comes from, 
and what it means, can help you understand the 
meaning of new words as you encounter them.
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Root 
Words

Many words in the English language actually 
come from other languages. A lot of the words we 
use today actually come from the Greek and Latin 
languages and use Greek and Latin root words. 

I wonder if you recognise any of these common words we use today?
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Greek Root Words

The word graph comes from the Greek 
language. It means write. 

Can you think of any words that we use 
today that contain the root word graph?
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Greek Root Words

graph
Did you 
come up 
with any 
of these?

homograph
geography
biography
autobiography
paragraph
cartography
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Greek Root Words

How many 
words 

containing 
tele can you 

think of?

telephone
telegraph
television
telecast
telescope
telethon

tele

meaning far
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Greek Root Words

How many 
words 

containing 
anti can you 

think of?

antidote
antibiotics
antonym
antipathy
antisocial

anti

meaning
opposite/against 

https://www.regentstudies.com


 

Greek Root Words

autograph automobile automatic autofocus

Look at these words, can you work out the 
Greek root word they are all based on?

auto

What do you think auto means in English?

self
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Greek Root Words

photograph photosensitiv
e

photocopy photosynthesis

What about these?

phot
o

What do you think photo means in English?

light
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Greek Root Words

geode geology geothermal geography

What about these?

geo

What do you think geo means in English?

earth
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

To drink water. Hydrate
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

A device used to 
extract water 

from the 
pipeline.

Hydrant
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Using flowing 
water to create 

electricity.
Hydroelectricit
y
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Greek Root Words
What is the root word in these words?

hydrate hydrant hydroelectric

hydro

What does hydro mean?

water
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

The study of 
life.

Biolog
y
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

A life story. Biograph
y
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Two life forms 
living together. Symbiosi

s
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Greek Root Words
What is the root word in these words?

biology biography symbiosis

bio

What does bio mean?

life
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Feeling like 
someone else 

does.
Empath
y
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Relating to 
another 
person’s 
feelings.

Sympath
y
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Greek Root Words
Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Deserving of 
being pitied. Patheti

c
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Greek Root Words
What is the root word in these words?

empathy sympathy pathetic

path

What does path mean?

feel
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Latin Root Words

The word lev comes from the Latin language. It 
means to lift.

Can you think of any words that we use 
today that contain the root word lev?
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Latin Root Words

lev
Did you 
come up 
with any 
of these?

levitate
alleviate
lever
levity
elevator
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Latin Root Words

How many 
words 

containing 
brev can 
you think 

of?

abbreviate
brevity
brief
breviary
brevicollis

brev

meaning short
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Latin Root Words

How many 
words 

containing 
audi can you 

think of?

audible
audition
audience
audio
audit

audi

meaning to hear
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Latin Root Words

beneficial benefit benefactor benevolent

Look at these words, can you work out the 
Latin root word they are all based on?

bene

What do you think bene means in English?

good
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Latin Root Words

quit unrequited acquittal acquit

What about these ones?

quit

What do you think quit means in English?

To release
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Latin Root Words

omnivore omnibus omnipotent omnify

What about these ones?

omni

What do you think omni means in English?

all
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

An area of land. Terrain
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Underground Subterranea
n
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

An enclosure 
for living plants. Terrarium

https://www.regentstudies.com


 

Latin Root Words
What is the root word in these words?

terrain subterranean terrarium

terr

What does terr mean?

earth/land
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Operated by hand 
or an instruction 
book on how to 

operate something.

Manual
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Made by hand 
or machine.

Manufactur
e
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

A handwritten 
document. Manuscrip

t
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Latin Root Words
What is the root word in these words?

manual manufacture manuscript

manu

What does manu mean?

hand
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

The boundary 
line of a circle.

Circumferenc
e
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

A round shape. Circl
e
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Latin Root 
Words

Can you work out the word from the meaning?

Moving in a 
circular shape. Circulatio

n
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Latin Root Words
What is the root word in these words?

circumference circle circulation

circ

What does circ mean?

roun
d
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